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General

1. Benthic colonial predator consisting of macroscopic polyps connected by a

gastrovascular cavity

2. Colonies grow to 5cm, polyps to 1mm

3. May consume organisms 2—3 times the size of individual polyps through

cooperation

Geography and Habitat

1. Native: Ponto-Caspian and Black Seas

2. Habitats

 Freshwater and brackish or slightly salty habitats

 Colonize hard substrata (rocks, pilings, and dreissenid mussel shells

Invasion Pathways

1. Aquarium release into Lake Erie

Sources

1. http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?SpeciesID=1060

Cordylophora caspia
Freshwater hydroid
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